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Topics 
1. Ai Group research 

 

2. Ai Group activity 

 

3. Learning experience 

 

4. Current feeling 

 

5. Next steps 



Ai Group research 
2010 survey:  little achieved in efficiency 

 

2012 survey:  significant turnaround 

 

2013 surveys: barriers remain 



2010 – efficiency improvements 
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2012 – efficiency improvements 
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2013 – intensity improvements 
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Businesses reducing carbon intensity 2012-13 



2013 – barriers to improvement 
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Energy spend as % turnover 
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Ai Group activity 
Ongoing in-house energy services team 

 

Information Grants: Energy Efficiency Assist 

 

Clean Technology Investment Program involvement 

 

Resource Efficiency Assist (VIC and SA) - current 



Energy Efficiency Assist SME audit 



energyefficiencyassist.com.au 



Learning from experience 
• Information: 

• Still in demand 

• Needs to be well pitched 

• On site assistance makes a difference 

• Opportunity is there… 

• … but transaction costs need to be low… 

• … and SMEs need individual support to identify and 
implement 

• Policy / budget vagaries are damaging 



Current attitudes 
Awareness of energy cost imperatives 

 

Wider economic conditions are a more constant worry 

 

Caution about policy flux 

 

Pause in activity as incentives wind down 



Next steps 
 

Retail energy prices at sustained highs or rising further 

 

Future generation options are expensive 

 

Manufacturing in transition 

 

Efficiency remains imperative to competitiveness, abatement 
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